PEACE BALLOON AND OTHER &ACES
they might have voted that they were opposed to misery
and want, opposed to death even, and in favour of collective
happiness,  collective  prosperity,   collective  deathlessness;
afterwards, perhaps wondering why it was that despite so
impressive a demonstration of their wishes, sufficient to
urn an election, make or break a government, they still
buffered, still groaned with unsatisfied desire, still at last
/breathed no more.
Pledges were earnestly registered never in any circum-
stances whatsoever to take up arms; Nobel Peace Prizes
were awarded, to Henderson, Sir Austen Chamberlain, Sir
Norman Angell, almost, in  1933,  to Mussolini, and in
France a Golden Book of Peace was inscribed with several
million signatures.   The Oxford Union carried a motion
favouring a refusal to fight for King and Country if re-
quested so to do, and some, taking literally a remark of
Professor Einstein to the effect that if only four per cent of
humanity were resolute in refusing to go to war, peace
would be assured, decided to constitute themselves that
four per cent,  and  wore  badges  indicating the same.
Mr. C. E. M. Joad wrote a book entitled Why War ? when
war came none the less, perhaps wondering, 'Why Joad?';
and Mr. Aldous Huxley derived comfort from the thought
that "most zoologists are now of the opinion that man's
ancestor was not a gorilla-like ape, but a gentle, sensitive
creature, something like a tarsier.'1  At a Wembley Hos-
pital fete a Peace Balloon Race was organised; Mr. Lans-
bury, seen off at Victoria Station by a little band of
by international agreement? (4) Should the manufacture and sale of
armaments for private profit be prohibited by international agreement?
(5) Do you consider that if a nation insists on attacking another, the other
nations should compel it to stop by (a) economic and non-military measures,
(b) ^ if necessary, military measures? To all except $b (the only question
'which might involve personal obligations and risks), the answers given
were overwhelmingly affirmative. In the case of 5^, there were 6,784,368
'yes* votes, 2,351,981 *no* votes, and 2,422,816 abstentions and doubtful
answers. What proportion of the 'yes' voters were male, and of them, what
proportion were of military age and prepared to undertake military service,
was not stated.
1 See An Eneyclopa&tia of Pacifism edited by Aldous Huxley.
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